CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS

June 2, 2016


	The City Council met at 5:00 p.m. in regular session with Mayor Larsen presiding.  Council present:  Kreeger, Frahm, Hullinger, Tooley, Shepherd.  
	Guests in attendance:  Izetta Dierking and Linda Booth.
	City staff in attendance:  Jim Blum and Terri Abel.
	Motion by Hullinger, seconded by Kreeger to approve the agenda.  Ayes:  Tooley, Kreeger, Hullinger, Frahm, Shepherd.  Carried.
	Mayor Larsen opened the public hearing on a proposal to enter into a Water Revenue Loan and Disbursement Agreement.
	Mayor Larsen opened the public hearing on the proposed plans, specifications, and proposed form of contract for the CDBG Walnut Main Street Façade Rehabilitation Project and to authorize the architect to implement the bidding process for the project.
	Motion by Hullinger, seconded by Frahm to approve the preceding month’s minutes and Library minutes.  Ayes:  Hullinger, Shepherd, Tooley, Kreeger, Frahm.  Carried.
	Motion by Hullinger, seconded by Tooley to approve the Treasurer’s and Clerk’s reports.  Ayes:  Frahm, Shepherd, Hullinger, Tooley, Kreeger.  Carried.
	There was a public hearing in conjunction with securing a planning and design loan through the SRF program for a proposed well project.  
	Mayor Larsen requested any written or oral comments regarding a proposal to enter into a Water Revenue Loan and Disbursement Agreement and to borrow money thereunder in a principal amount not to exceed $170,000.
	No written or oral comments were available at the time of the Council meeting.
	Mayor Larsen closed the public hearing.
	Motion by Shepherd, seconded by Tooley to adopt Resolution 16-06-06, A RESOLUTION TAKING ADDITIONAL ACTION WITH RESPECT TO A WATER REVENUE LOAN AND DISBURSEMENT AGREEMENT AND AUTHORIZING, APPROVING AND SECURING THE PAYMENT OF A $170,000 WATER REVENUE LOAN AND DISBURSEMENT AGREEMENT ANTICIPATION PROJECT NOTE (IFA INTERIM LOAN AND DISBURSEMENT AGREEMENT).  Ayes:  Frahm, Kreeger, Tooley, Hullinger, Shepherd.  Carried.
	Discussion turned to the anticipated Streetscape Enhancement Project.  
	Mayor Larsen requested any written or oral comments regarding the proposed plans, specifications, and proposed form of contract for the CDBG Walnut Main Street Façade Rehabilitation Project and to authorize the architect to implement the bidding process for the project.
	No written or oral comments were available at the time of the Council meeting.
	Mayor Larsen closed the public hearing.
	Motion by Shepherd, seconded by Frahm to authorize the City Clerk, the grant administrator, and the architect to initiate the public bidding process, including publication and dissemination of the invitation to bid.  Ayes:  Shepherd, Frahm, Hullinger, Tooley, Kreeger.  Carried.
Motion by Shepherd, seconded by Tooley to approve the CDBG Downtown Revitalization Façade Rehabilitation Phase Two Professional Services Agreement with the Franks Design Group, PC.  Ayes:  Kreeger, Frahm, Hullinger, Tooley, Shepherd.  Carried.
	The Council members were provided with an invoice in the amount of $33,492.20, which was submitted by the Franks Design Group for the Council’s review. 
	Motion by Shepherd, seconded by Kreeger to approve the Franks Design Group invoice #479 for Façade Rehabilitation Project Phase One Services.  Ayes:  Frahm, Shepherd, Hullinger, Kreeger, Tooley.  Carried.
	Blum reported that Ryne and Hannah Johnk had requested permission to connect to City water or sewer or both.  They are in the process of purchasing property that lies adjacent to the community, but outside of the City limits.  Jim reported that the house is approximately 1,200 to 1,300 feet from the City’s water and sewer mains.  The couple would be responsible for all of the costs to extend the water and sewer service lines, and they would be required to construct a meter pit where their water service line connects to the City’s main.  Blum explained that the couple requested permission only as a possible alternative should they not be able to remedy any problems with the existing septic system and well that serves the property.  After a brief discussion, it was the consensus of the Council to grant permission to Ryne and Hannah Johnk to connect to City water and sewer; they would be financially responsible for all costs.  
	There was a lengthy discussion concerning the future use of school property.  The main task was to compile a list of requested improvements, which would be submitted to the Walnut Community School Board.  The Council members were provided with a list of possible requests, which was prepared as an outline for discussion purposes.  
	The initial discussion focused on the possible asbestos that might remain in the buildings.  The WCSB had already entered into a $14,000 contract for asbestos inspection.  The Council members had been informed that all of the asbestos had been removed from the pipes many years ago.  Mayor Larsen was told that the only asbestos that remains in the entire facility is contained in the floor tile, which does not have to be removed unless it is disturbed.  There was some debate whether it would be advantageous to request that all asbestos be removed before the City takes ownership; however, everyone agreed that the $90,000 estimate for asbestos removal was most certainly excessive.  Tooley understood that asbestos removal in the 1950’s building was included in the demolition bid.  
	Abel suggested that the City clarify whether part of the $500,000 allocation would be used by the AHSTW School Board for routine maintenance and utility costs during the upcoming year or whether the allocation would exclusively be used for improvements to the facility as requested by the City Council.  
	Mayor Larsen reported that Danny Holtz had told him that currently there is no leak in the 1910’s building.  The damage to the ceiling of one of the classrooms on the third floor occurred as a result of a previous leak that had been repaired.  Larsen indicated that any repairs of the ceiling damage should not be a priority; the repair should occur when and if the building is renovated.  
	Tooley reported that the flashing around the chimney on the 1910’s building is in need of repair.  He volunteered to repair the flashing at no cost, and he would also patch a couple of holes that he found while inspecting the flat roof on the top of the building.  
	Tooley also suggested that the Council remove the item of tuck pointing of the high school building.  He stated that he would like to include a request to replace windows in the high school building, designating the request as the lowest priority to be accomplished only if money is available.  Tooley indicated that he would be willing to request the assistance of volunteers to help him in tuck pointing the high school building as needed.  
	Discussion turned to the request for the construction of a commercial kitchen.  Shepherd suggested that the City request two sets of three-basin sinks for the kitchen area.  Frahm noted that Gwen Blum was looking at items in the existing school kitchen that might be utilized in the new kitchen.  Tooley did not feel that large ovens would be necessary.  Plenty of cooler and freezer space would be beneficial; Justen suggested that the City contact Coca Cola in an attempt to locate a used cooler.  There was discussion concerning whether or not the kitchen should be of a commercial grade.  Abel suggested that City representatives tour some of the kitchens in neighboring community centers to determine what kind of kitchen would be desired.  
	There was also discussion concerning a possible request to the WCSB to leave athletic equipment, including the bleachers in both gymnasiums, at the Walnut facility.  
Shepherd, Tooley, and Mayor Larsen all volunteered to serve on a School Transition Committee.  Mayor Larsen noted that the services of the committee consisting of Bob Kreeger and Dennis Hullinger were not needed for the transition of school property.  
	There was also discussion concerning the large announcement sign that sits in front of the school building.  The City originally contributed toward the purchase of the sign, and the Council members wanted to make certain that the sign remains operational, including the software that is used to operate it.  
	Tooley suggested that the City include a request to rekey all of the outside doors to the school facility.  Frahm commented that all keys will have to be properly managed once the City takes possession.  Mayor Larsen stated that he has a database that could be used for that purpose.
	The Council members were provided with an old photo of the 1910’s building as viewed from the northwest.  The photo showed a view of the building before the elementary addition was constructed.  Tooley felt that a great deal of the original structure on the north side of the building should remain, except for some of the outside brick areas near the doors.    
There was some debate concerning what should be included on the request that will be made to the School Board, including the priority of the improvements.  Based on the discussion, the following list of prioritized improvements was compiled:  
1.  Demolition of the 1950’s building, including restoration of the north face
     of the 1910’s building, to meet the approval of the City Council
2.  Asbestos abatement, after an evaluation of cost
3.  Rekeying of the outside doors
4.  Replacement of the boiler under the old gymnasium, based on input from 
     the City Council
5.  Construction of a kitchen, based on input from the City Council
6.  Installation of a chair lift in the high school building
7.  Installation of windows in the high school building
	Other talking points, which should be discussed with the Walnut Community School Board included:
1.  Clarification of the $500,000 allocation as it relates to routine maintenance and utility 
     costs for the next year
2.  Lease of the two gymnasiums by AHSTW for three years at $10,000 per year - 	
     use to be scheduled
3.  Shepherd, Tooley, and Larsen would like to serve on a committee to determine 
     possible furnishings and equipment that the City might want to have left in the school
Abel was instructed to find out the time and date of the next WCSB meeting.  She is to notify Shepherd, Tooley, and Larsen of the information so that they can attend the meeting to present the prioritized list of requested improvements as well as to discuss other talking points as detailed by the City Council.  
After the list was compiled, the Council members reviewed a list of suggestions that was prepared and submitted by Heather Bauerkemper.  Bauerkemper’s list included ideas for events for a Walnut Community/Convention Center that would be established by the City at the former school property.  Abel reported that Heather would like to create a committee to formulate ideas for a Walnut Community /Event Center.  Frahm volunteered to serve on such a committee.            
	The decision was made to forego the hiring of a marketing intern for the present time.
	Regarding discussion of the Walnut Housing Rehabilitation Program, the Council members were provided with a letter from the Iowa Economic Development Authority informing the City that it did not receive grant funding through the CDBG Housing Sustainability Fund.  The decision was made to reapply for the grant funding when it again becomes available.  
	Relative to discussion of the Fire Department, Mayor Larsen commended the members of the Fire Department who volunteered their services to refurbish an Army HEMTT into a tanker.  The Mayor reported that three of the members recently took the truck to a military vehicle rally in Atlantic.  
Ray and Ruth Hirrill had requested the City’s financial participation in the replacement of residential sidewalk.  The Council members had previously approved the continuation of a Residential Sidewalk Program, not to exceed a cost of $5,000.00 per fiscal year.  The program is on a first-come first-served basis.  After the completed sidewalk has been inspected by the City Superintendent, the City will reimburse property owners for sidewalk replacement at $5.00 per running foot.  Hirrill’s sidewalk replacement at 300 Atlantic Street measures approximately 46 feet.
Motion by Hullinger, seconded by Kreeger to approve the City’s financial participation in replacing 46 feet of residential sidewalk at property owned by Ray and Ruth Hirrill at 300 Atlantic Street.  Ayes:  Shepherd, Tooley, Hullinger, Frahm, Kreeger.  Carried.
Mayor Larsen reported that Ed Ransom’s term as a member of the Zoning Board of Adjustment had expired.  Mayor Larsen recommended that the City Council appoint Larry Kock as a member of the Zoning Board of Adjustment.  Kock’s term would expire in June of 2021. 
Motion by Tooley, seconded by Frahm to appoint Larry Kock to a five-year term on the Zoning Board of Adjustment.  Ayes:  Frahm, Tooley, Hullinger, Shepherd, Kreeger.  Carried.
The Council members discussed details pertaining to the upcoming Walnut Antique Show, which will be held on June 17-19, 2016.  During the course of the discussion, the Council members reviewed a proposed motion that has been approved the past several years concerning the use of public streets and rights-of-way during the June Antique Show. According to information that was supplied in the past by City Attorney Richard Schenck, it would be necessary for the City Council to approve the motion on an annual basis for each upcoming June event.  According to the motion, no peddler’s or solicitor’s licenses under Chapter 122 of the Code of Ordinances would be required for any vendors approved by the AMVETS.  The motion would authorize the AMVETS to use certain public streets and rights-of-way for activities of vendors, peddlers, solicitors, transient merchants, and others as may be designated and approved by the AMVETS, on the three consecutive days ending on Father’s Day of 2016.
Motion by Shepherd, seconded by Kreeger to authorize Walnut AMVETS Post 45 to conduct the annual June Walnut Antique Show and to use certain public streets and rights-of-way for activities of vendors, peddlers, solicitors, transient merchants, and others as may be designated and approved by the AMVETS, on the three consecutive days ending on Father’s Day of 2016.  No peddler’s or solicitor’s licenses under Chapter 122 of the Code of Ordinances shall be required for such vendors approved by the AMVETS.  The public streets authorized for AMVETS activities shall be as follows:  Antique City Drive from Pearl Street to North Street; Atlantic Street from Pearl Street to North Street; Highland Street from Atlantic Street to the first alley east of Antique City Drive; Summit Street from Atlantic Street to the first alley east of Antique City Drive; Pleasant Street from Atlantic Street to Antique City Drive; School Street from Antique City Drive to the first alley east of Antique City Drive; Park Street from Atlantic Street to Antique City Drive; Hopley Street from Antique City Drive to the first alley east of Antique City Drive.  The first alley west of Antique City Drive shall remain open to the public throughout the course of the Antique Show.  A fire lane must be maintained on all affected streets at all times during the Antique Show.  Ayes:  Kreeger, Tooley, Shepherd, Frahm, Hullinger.  Carried.
Mayor Larsen clarified that the motion was originally drafted to control outside vendors from setting up during the June show.  Residents are allowed to sell their own merchandise on their own properties; however, residents cannot allow outside vendors to set up in their yards to sell.  In other words, yard sales are permissible as long as the merchandise belongs to the homeowners or their families.
The streets that are affected by the Walnut Antique Show will be closed at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, June 16, 2016.    
It was the consensus of the City Council that the City will again charge $10.00 per day for each camper that is parked in either Fireman’s Park or inside of the ball field gates during the week of the Walnut Antique Show.  Jim Blum reported that there are three available outlets in the shelter in Fireman’s Park, and there are three outlets at the ball fields.  The outlets are only wired for 110, so it will not be possible for any of the campers to operate air conditioners.  Jim will collect the camping fees on the City’s behalf.  The City will, in turn, issue a hanger proving that the applicable camping fees have been paid.  Camping will be allowed at the City park on a first-come first-served basis.  The $10.00 fee is only charged to those campers that are connected to electricity. Otherwise, there are no fees for camping in the City park area. 
It was announced that Bohlmann & Sons Sanitation will collect residential trash on Thursday during the week of the Antique Show.  Garbage for the entire community will be collected on Thursday, June 16, 2016 beginning at 7:00 a.m.  There will be no residential trash collection on Friday during the week of the Antique Show.  All curbside recycling for the entire community will also be collected on Thursday, June 16, 2016.  The Clerk will post a notice on the front window of City Hall and on the City website, include a notice on the announcement board, and televise information on Walnut cable.  
Motion by Frahm, seconded by Kreeger to approve cigarette permits for BW Gas & Convenience and Kum & Go.  Ayes:  Tooley, Shepherd, Kreeger, Hullinger, Frahm.  Carried.
	Motion by Shepherd, seconded by Tooley to adopt Resolution 16-06-01, A RESOLUTION TRANSFERRING $24,765.39 FOM THE LOCAL OPTION CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS FUND INTO THE CITY’S GENERAL FUND.  Ayes:  Frahm, Hullinger, Tooley, Kreeger, Shepherd.  Carried.
	Motion by Shepherd, seconded by Frahm to adopt Resolution 16-06-02, A RESOLUTION TRANSFERRING $91,117.50 FROM THE CITY’S TIF FUND INTO THE CITY’S DEBT SERVICE FUND.  Ayes:  Shepherd, Kreeger, Tooley, Hullinger, Frahm.  Carried.
	Motion by Shepherd, seconded by Kreeger to adopt Resolution 16-06-03, A RESOLUTION TRANSFERRING $1,483.07 FROM THE CITY’S GENERAL FUND INTO THE FIRE DEPARTMENT AMBULANCE TRUST FUND.  Ayes:  Hullinger, Kreeger, Shepherd, Frahm.  Abstain:  Tooley.  Carried.
	Motion by Shepherd, seconded by Frahm to adopt Resolution 16-06-04, A RESOLUTION TRANSFERRING $6,740.00 FROM THE CITY’S TIF FUND INTO THE CITY’S GENERAL FUND.  Ayes:  Tooley, Hullinger, Kreeger, Shepherd, Frahm.  Carried.
	Motion by Shepherd, seconded by Kreeger to adopt Resolution 16-06-05, A RESOLUTION TRANSFERRING $5,000.00 FROM THE CITY’S WATER FUND INTO THE EDR REPLACEMENT FUND.  Ayes:  Frahm, Shepherd, Kreeger, Hullinger, Tooley.  Carried.
	Relative to discussion of City maintenance, Blum reported that the pump in the north lift station was recently repaired and reinstalled; the pump was damaged as a result of an electrical problem.  
	Jim reported that he will be spraying for mosquitoes on either Thursday or Friday throughout the summer months, weather permitting.
	Blum questioned whether the Council would be interested in selling the elevated bleachers and perhaps the crow’s nest.  There was some discussion that Avoca might be interested in purchasing the bleachers.  No decision was made concerning the sale of the property.  
Regarding Mayor items or announcements, Mayor Larsen reminded the public about the upcoming Antique Show.  He encouraged residents to take pride in the appearance of their properties by mowing and making certain that their properties are free from debris.  Mayor Larsen also reminded residents that there are City ordinances pertaining to junk vehicles.  He requested residents to remove junk vehicles from their properties, and he cautioned that citations will be issued if violations occur.
	Relative to Council items or announcements, the Council members were provided with information regarding upcoming training opportunities.
	A 2016 Small City Workshop dealing with regulations and resources for small city water infrastructure will be held on June 14, 2016 from 5:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. in Stanton, Iowa.  Both Abel and Blum are planning to attend the workshop.
	A Downtown Forum will be held at the Chamber Community Building in Carroll, Iowa on June 22, 2016 from 9:00 a.m. until 3:45 p.m.
	The 30th annual Iowa Downtown Conference will be held in Mason City, Iowa on 
August 2-4, 2016.
	A 2016 Housing Iowa Conference will be held at the Des Moines Marriott Downtown on September 7-8, 2016.
	The Iowa League of Cities Annual Conference & Exhibit will be held on 
September 14-16, 2016 in Des Moines, Iowa.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The Council members briefly discussed the large metal objects that are located in the yard of property that is owned by Raymond McLaughlin at 609 Antique City Drive.  Shepherd indicated that she had received complaints about the appearance of the property.  Mayor Larsen reported that he had discussed the complaints with McLaughlin; Larsen stated that he will again discuss the problem with McLaughlin after the June Antique Show is over.
	There were no public items or announcements.  
Motion by Hullinger, seconded by Kreeger to pay the following bills and issue warrants for the same.  Ayes:  Tooley, Frahm, Shepherd, Hullinger, Kreeger.  Carried.
#21551  Cardmember Service, EDR repair; supplies; training	986.88
#21552  Wellmark Blue Cross Blue Shield, employee insurance	4,677.75
#21553  Terri Abel, wages	1,209.74
#21554  Robert Akers, wages	873.83
#21555  James Blum, wages	1,177.79
#21556  Shannon Wood, wages	402.71
#21557  Bohlmann & Sons Sanitation, May hauling	3,549.50
#21558  Kum & Go, fuel	469.92
#21559  U.S. Postmaster, billing postage	133.28
#21560  Lynn Driver, rebate of property taxes	6,740.00
#21561  Terri Abel, wages	1,209.74
#21562  Robert Akers, wages	873.83
#21563  James Blum, wages	1,177.79
#21564  Dona Grooms, Treasurer’s wages	161.75
#21565  Margo Matthies, wages	769.02
#21566  Judy Schrecengost, wages	394.36
#21567  Shannon Wood, wages	583.73
#21568  Terri Abel, wages	241.76
#21569  Robert Akers, wages	167.18
#21570  James Blum, wages	459.47
#21571  Amy Akers, May cleaning	75.00
#21572  Atlantic Pest Control, spray fire station	55.00
#21573  Avoca Building Material Center, lumber	7.38
#21574  Avoca Journal-Herald, publication; ship water samples	361.92
#21575  Banyon Data Systems, Inc., software support	1,590.00
#21576  Bound Tree Medical, ambulance supplies	25.35
#21577  Brice Jager, router; switch; 6 computers	2,451.00
#21578  Cappel’s, tanker renovation	142.79
#21579  Center Point Large Print, books	168.00
#21580  City of Atlantic, sewer testing	350.00
#21581  Counsel Office & Document, copier maintenance	221.88
#21582  Danko Emergency Equipment, tanker renovation	167.29
#21583  Ed M. Feld Equipment Co., Inc., inspection of fire extinguishers	145.02
#21584  Hawkins, Inc., water chemicals	405.87
#21585  IMWCA, workers’ compensation insurance	6,649.00
#21586  Ingram Library Services, books	409.27
#21587  Iowa Dept. of Transportation, billboard sign permit	50.00
#21588  Iowa Prison Industries, trash bags	309.10
#21589  Iowa State University, certification fees	50.00
#21590  Iowa Western Community College, EMS training	15.00
#21591  IPERS, withholdings	1,916.00
#21592  Jerry Hansen Plumbing, tanker renovation; fire station and library plumbing	1,530.34
#21593  Kasperbauer Cleaners, Inc., cleaning of floor mats	116.74
#21594  Margo Matthies, supplies; 7 Microsoft licenses; DVD’s	345.62
#21595  McClure Engineering Company, engineering – water source project	4,975.00
#21596  Medivac, ambulance mutual aid	300.00
#21597  Menards, Council Bluffs, screwdriver set	8.99
#21598  MidAmerican Energy Co., gas & electricity	2,999.68
#21599  Mike Yates, concrete work on Walnut Street	600.00
#21600  Municipal Emergency Services, air pack repair	460.50
#21601  Nelson Machine & Forge, tanker renovation	241.58
#21602  Nishnabotna Valley REC, street lighting	32.37
#21603  O’Reilly Auto Parts, Dodge pickup repair	86.22
#21604  Orschelns, mower repair; sprayer repair	19.70
#21605  Our Iowa, 2 year renewal	32.98
#21606  Quill Corporation, supplies	169.69
#21607  Rick Blum, reimbursement for 283 ft. of sidewalk replacement	1,415.00
#21608  Shannon Wood, mileage	105.84
#21609  Sherry Jacobsen, Library program	80.00
#21610  State Hygienic Laboratory, water testing	230.00
#21611  Terri Abel, mileage	20.52
#21612  The Franks Design Group, architectural services-façade improvements	33,492.20
#21613  The Road Guy Construction Co., Inc., seal coat & patch streets	33,421.45
#21614  Tim Branan, building permit fees	20.00
#21615  Tuesday McDonald, summer reading program	200.00
#21616  U.S. Postmaster, postage	94.00
#21617  Upstart, summer reading program supplies	225.84
#21618  Verizon Wireless, cell phones	163.11
#21619  Walnut Telephone Co., phone; fax; Internet	280.97
#21620  Stowe Red-E-Mix, concrete work on Walnut Street	577.50
#21621  Brent Petersen, reissued check-lost in mail; 76 ft. sidewalk replacement	380.00
#442E    Internal Revenue Service, Federal withholdings	921.04
#443E    Internal Revenue Service, Social Security withholdings	1,632.06
#444E    Internal Revenue Service, Medicare withholdings	381.76
#445E    Employee Benefit Systems, insurance self-funding	1,629.60
#446E    EMS Billing Services, Inc., ambulance billing	215.07
               Summary of May Disbursements:  General, 13,569.43; Mun. Ent., 3,668.50; Road Use Tax, 4,009.69; Trust & Agency, 7,823.50; Fire Department Bequeath Fund, 974.20; Water, 6,837.44; Water Source Capital Project Fund, 3,525.00; Customer Water Deposit, 50.00; Sewer, 3,055.68; TOTAL:  43,513.44.
               Summary of May Receipts:  General, 25,041.57; Mun. Ent., 3,722.06; Road Use Tax, 6,213.24; Trust & Agency, 5,545.98; TIF Fund, 5,525.57; City Equipment Fund, 500.00; Local Option Capital Improvements Fund, 8,497.84; Fire Department Bequeath Fund, 821.97; Water, 11,725.50; Customer Water Deposit, 100.00; Sewer, 4,494.89; IPAIT Library Account, .86; IPAIT Fire Account, .53; TOTAL:  72,190.01.
               Meeting adjourned, 6:25 p.m.

______________________________________    _____________________________________
  Gene Larsen                                                            Terri L. Abel
  Mayor                                                                      City Clerk
